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Ozet

Bu makale, Zengezur'daki siddetli catigma hakkinda bir tarihce
sunmaktadir. Yazar, zengin olgusal malzemeye dayanarak, Azerbaycan ile
Ermenistan arasindaki bolgesel anlagmazliklarin nedenlerine 11k tutmaya
calistyor. Birinci donem, Azerbaycan Demokratik Cumhuriyeti déoneminde,
ikinci donem ise Azerbaycan'da Sovyet hiikiimetinin kurulmasindan sonraki
donemde Zengezur'daki siyasi iligkileri ele almaktadir. Gelecekteki
catismanin temelleri iste bu sirada atildi. Mayis 1918'de Azerbaycan,
Ermenistan ve Giircistan'm bagimsiz devletlerinin ilamyla, yeni kurulan
cumhuriyetlerin her birine toprak sorunu ozellikle siddetli hale geldi. Bu
donemde Giiney Kafkasya bolgesindeki illerde etnik olarak karigik niifusa
sahip bir¢ok ilge vardi. Sovyet Rusya'nin hegemonyasinin kurulmasindan
sonra toprak iddialar giiclendi. “Zengezur meselesi” Avrasya bolgesindeki
tek Tiirk kusagini yok etmeyi amagliyordu. Bu nedenle bolgesel ve siyasi
sorunlar komsu Tiirkiye ile ¢oziilmek zorundaydi. 1920 Nisan fethinden
sonra Azerbaycan fiilen Moskova'dan Bakii'ye gonderilen Bolsevik ve
Tagnak elgileri -S.Orjonikidze, S. Kirov, Mikoyan ve digerleri tarafindan
yonetildi. N. Nerimanov liderligindeki Azerbaycan hiikiimeti, ulusal
cikarlar1 koruyacak durumda degildi. Azerbaycan" isgal eden 11. Kizil Ordu,
Tagnak Ermenistani'nin Azerbaycan-Karabag, Zengezur, Nah¢ivan ve diger
bolgelere yonelik saldirilarini engellemek ve Miisliiman niifusu katletmek
yerine, Azerbaycan sakinlerinin silahsizlandirilmasi ile mesguldii. Bu kez
Sovyet Rusya, Azerbaycan Sovyet Sosyalist Cumhuriyeti'nin katilimi
olmaksizin, Tagnak Ermenistani ile toprak meselelerini gizlice miizakere etti.
Sovyet Rusya ile Ermenistan Cumhuriyeti arasinda 16 Agustos 1920'de
imzalanan alti maddelik anlagmaya gore Sarur-Deralayaz bolgesi Ermeni
topragi olarak kabul edilmis, Zengezur, Nah¢ivan ve Karabag bolgeleri
ihtilafl1 kabul edilmisti. Bu konuda Azerbaycan hiikiimetinin lideri N.
Narimanov siddetle protesto etti. Bu anlasmanin yazart Vladimir Lenin,
Sovyet Rusya Disisleri Bakani Chicherin, protestosuna kayitsiz kaldi.
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Azerbaycan'a kars1 her zaman rakip siyaset yiiriiten Orcanikidze inisiyatifle
sunlar1 yazdi: “Eger Daglik Karabag ve Zengezur bir an once Ermenistan'a
katilsa, kim Azerbaycan't diger bolgelerden reddetmeye mecbur edebilir.
Azerbaycan'a Daglik Karabag ve Zengezur'a 6zerklik vermesini saglardim”.
O zamanlar Sovyet Rusya ile ittifak halinde olan Tiirkiye'nin ordusu Mayis
1920'den itibaren burada bulunuyordu. Veysel Pasa liderligindeki Tiirk
birlikleri, Nah¢ivan'm Ermeni saldirisindan korunmasinda belirleyici rol
oynadi. Kizil Ordu Temmuz 1920'de Nahgivan topraklarina girdi ve 28
Temmuz'da Nahg¢ivan SSC kuruldu. Nahgivan Devrimci Komitesi,
Nahgivan'1 Azerbaycan'n ayrilmaz bir parcasi ilan etti. 29 Kasim 1920'de
Ermenistan'da Sovyet iktidarinin kurulmasinin ardindan ihtilafli topraklar
icin miicadele yeni bir asamaya girdi. 1 Aralik 1920'de N. Narimanov,
Sovyet Ermenistani'nin kurulmasina iligskin bir bildiri yayimladi. Komiinist
Parti Merkez Komitesi Kafkasya Biirosu'nun aceleyle yazdigi bu bildiride
sunlar yaziliydi: “...Sovyet Azerbaycan bundan sonra hicbir toprak
sorununun iki komsu ulusun, Ermeniler ve Miislimanlarin karsilikli kan
dokmesine neden olamayacagini duyurur; Sovyet Ermenistan'in ayrilmaz bir
parcasi olan Zengezur ve Nahgivan bolgesi topraklari; Daglik Karabag
koyliileri (Ermeniler) - kendi kaderini tayin etme hakkina sahiptir ve
Zengezur simnirlart igindeki tiim askeri faaliyetler askiya almir, Sovyet
Azerbaycan birlikleri Zengezur'dan ¢ikarilir.” Bu sorumsuz agiklama
Tirkiye tarafindan sert bir sekilde kinandi ve Nahg¢ivan protestolara basladi.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Rusya, Ermeniler, Zangezur, Isgal, Miisliiman
Niifusu, Siyasi Yonler.
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VE TURKIYE

VIOLATION OF THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF
AZERBAIJAN-THE ZANGEZUR ISSUE AND TURKIYE

Abstract

This article provides a historical outlook on the violent conflict in
Zangezur. Based on rich factual material, the author tries to shed light on the
causes of territorial disputes between Azerbaijan and Armenia. The first
period considers political relations in Zangezur during the Azerbaijan
Democratic Republic, second period after the establishment of Soviet
government in Azerbaijan. It was at this time that the foundations of the
future conflict were laid. With the proclamation in May 1918 of the
independent states of Azerbaijan, Armenia and Georgia, the question of
territories to each of the newly formed republics became especially acute.
This period in the provinces of the South Caucasus region were many
districts with ethnically mixed populations. After the establishment of the
hegemony of the Soviet Russia the territorial claims strengthened. The
“Zangezur issue” was aimed at destroying the single Turkish belt in the
Eurasian region. For this reason territorial and political issues had to be
resolved with neighboring Tiirkiye. After the April conquest of 1920,
actually Azerbaijan was ruled by Bolshevik and Dashnak emissaries -
S.Orjonikidze, S. Kirov, Mikoyan and others who sent from Moscow to
Baku. Azerbaijan government led by N. Nerimanov was not in a position to
protect national interests. The 11" Red Army who occupied Azerbaijan,
instead of preventing the aggression of Dashnak Armenia to the regions of
Azerbaijan-Karabakh, Zangezur, Nakhchivan and other region and
committed massacre of Muslim population, was busy with disarmament of
the Azerbaijani residents. This time Soviet Russian negotiated in secret with
Dashnak Armenia about the territorial problems without participation of
Azerbaijan Soviet Socialist Republic. According to the agreement with the
six articles, which concluded on August 16, 1920, between Soviet Russian
and Armenian Republic, the Sharur-Deralayaz region was confirmed as the
Armenian territory, and the Zangezur, Nakhchivan and Karabakh regions
were considered as controversial. In this regard the leader of the Azerbaijan
government N. Narimanov expressed strong protest. Vladimir Lenin the
author of this agreement, the minister of foreign affairs of Soviet Russia
Chicherin, remained indifferent to his protest. Orcanikidze, who always
conducted rival policy against Azerbaijan, wrote with initiative: “If
Mountaneous Karabakh and Zangezur immediately join Armenia, who can
oblige Azerbaijan to reject from other regions. I would make Azerbaijan

2649



XOSHGADAM ISLAM

give autonomy to Mountaneous Karabakh and Zangezur”. That time army of
Tiirkiye, which was in alliance with the Soviet Russia, was located here
since May of 1920. The Turkish troops, led by Veysel Pasha played a
decisive role preservation of Nakhchivan from the Armenian aggression.
The Red army entered the territory of Nakhchivan in July of 1920 and on
July 28 Nakhchivan SSR was created. Nakhchivan revolutionary Committee
declared Nakhchivan an integral part of Azerbaijan. After the establishment
of the Soviet power in Armenia, on November 29, 1920, the struggle for the
controversial territories entered a new phase. On December 1, 1920, N.
Narimanov issued a declaration on the establishment of the Soviet Armenia.
This declaration written in a hasty manner of the Caucasus Bureau of the
Central Committee of the Communist party, stated: “....the Soviet
Azerbaijan announces that from now, no territorial issues can cause mutual
bloodletting of two neighboring nations: the Armenians and Muslims;
territory of Zangezur and Nakhchivan district inseparable part of Soviet
Armenia; peasantry of Nagorno Karabakh (Armenians) -has the full right of
self-determination and all military activities inside the Zangezur borders are
suspended, the troops of Soviet Azerbaijan are removed from Zangezur.”
This irresponsible statement was sharply condemned by Tiirkiye and
Nakhchivan began protests.

Keywords: Russia, Armenians, Zangezur, Conquest, Muslim
Population, Political Aspects.
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This article provides a historical account of the violent conflict in
Zangezur, the ancestral land of Azerbaijan. Based on rich factual material,
the author tries to shed light on the causes of territorial disputes between
Azerbaijan and Armenia. The formation of the borders of the modern
sovereign states of the Caucasus took place mainly in the period from 1918
to 1921 s. The Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict developed in the context of a
tense geopolitical struggle in the region between Great Britain, France,
Germany and Russia, at the epicenter of which was the struggle for control
over Azerbaijan. The aim was to divide the Turkic world, so each of the
interested powers tried to use the “Armenian factor" against Tiirkiye. The
Armenia will always try to solve its problems with the intervention of
external and dominant powers and will remain dependent on the outside in
this sense'. The period from 1918 to 1921’s deepening of territorial disputes
between Azerbaijan and Armenia based on Russia. Russia -both Tsarists,
Soviet period has been using Armenians and Armenia as pawns in her
ambitious geopolitical games.” Russia had established ethnically mixed and
politically problematic lands to avoid being caught alone which would have
prevented states from uniting against it’. The first period considers political
relations in Zangezur during the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic, the
second period after the establishment of Soviet government in Azerbaijan.
With the proclamation in May 1918 of the independent states of Azerbaijan,
Armenia and Georgia, the question of territories to each of the newly-formed
republics became especially acute. In this time, the Ottoman Empire played a
decisive role in establishing borders of Azerbaijan and Armenia®. Russia
wanted to build an Armenian state as Christian buffer between Tiirkiye and
Azerbaijan.” It was at this time that the foundations of the future conflict
were laid. After the decision of the National Council on May 29, 1918,
Azerbaijan was made to transfer Erevan to Armenians as the capital, where
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they had created the Armenian (Ararat) Republic’, in response Armenia
would give up claims to the part of the Yelizavetpol province, that is, to the
mountainous part of Karabakh. In 1918 at the expense of Azerbaijan lands
the Ararat Republic was established’. The 4 June 1918 Treaty of Batumi
between the Turkish leadership with each individual republic only
established their respective borders in relation to Ottoman Government
itself*. The aim of the Ottoman Government in the Batumi negotiations was
to strengthen its position against Britain and Soviet Russia in South
Caucasus’. After the October Revolution of 1917, when the Russian army
began to withdraw from Eastern Anatolia, Dashnak gangs of Andronik led
an unsuccessful defense the fight against the Turkish army and the
Armenians started to flee from the region'’. Andranik with his armed started
to occupy the lands up to Zangezur in the summer of 1918, breaking the
boundaries of Azerbaijan Democratic Republic.'' As a result, in Zangezur
115, in Javanshir, Jabrayil and Shusha uyezds 21, in Erevan province more
than 60 Azerbaijani villages were destroyed and more than 100 thousand
Muslim Turks became refugees, leaving their native lands.'” Richard
Hovannisian wrote: “By June 1918, the interethnic conflict in Zangezur
escalated sharply. Andranik arrived in Zangezur with 12,000 men and
40,000 refugee followers. Whereas according to Hovannisian himself, there
were about 30,000 Armenian refugees in Zangezur, 15,000 of whom were
from Nakhchyvan'’. This became the main source of hope for the realization
of the Armenian territorial aspirations. In his speech on this issue, the head
of the government F. Kh. Khoysky noted that, “Andranik’s plan “to cleanse”
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Zangezur and Shusha from the Muslim population and tear these areas from
the living body of Azerbaijan”.'* The Andranik’s armed bands in the
territory of Zangezur and Karabakh that continued intermittently from the
summer of 1918 to the spring of 1919." In a secret report to the Ministers of
Armenia, signed on March 17, 1919, by the Levon Zarafyants wrote: “...to
do everything possible so that Zangazur would now become an indisputable
part of the Armenian Republic.”'® It was clear that, how Zangezur was
important strategic position for Armenians. Andronik forces in Azerbaijan
were suppressed by Ottomans troops.'” After the departure of Turkish troops
with the signing of the Armistice of Mudras, from the South Caucasus in
early November 1918, control over the region passed into the hands of
British troops.'® This paved the way for Andranik and his forces to act in line
with their ambitions in Zangezur again. On November 18th 1918, A. M.
Topchubashov (1862-1934), the chair of the Parliament of the Azerbaijan
Democratic Republic said: "The Karabakh issue raised by Armenians does
not concern only 5 or 10 villages, it covers all four districts: Shusha,
Djavanshir, Djebrail and Zangezur. This territory belongs to only one nation
and even though the number of Moslems and Armenians is not equal, there
is no reason to talk in terms of domination of Armenians, because they are
not native residents of these areas. These are those moving to the region
from Tirkiye after the war with Russia... Finally, Armenians do not live
separately in Karabakh itself, they form mixed settlements with
Azerbaijanis. Nevertheless, we stand for the peaceful settlement of the
problem"."” In 1918 November, the commander of the British contingent,
General Thomson, proclaimed himself general-governor of Baku.** The
British policy aim was to overthrow the soviet power and maintain its long-
term influence in South Caucasus. In this process, Armenia, believing that
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2011),47-49.
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ucrounukax”., (baky.,2000),111-112c.

17 Henry C. Thibault., “Genocide, Denial, and Domination: Armenian-Turkish Relations from Conflict
Resolution to Just Transformation”., Worcester State College, Massachusetts, htheriault@worcester.edu.,
September 2009,156-158p.

'8 Saparov Arsene, “From Conflict to Autonomy in the Caucasus. Soviet Union and the Making of
Abkhazia, South Ossetia and Nagorno Karabakh”., (London: Routledge, 2015), 123.

' Hasanov Hasan., “TomumGamen A.M. W3Gpanusie. [ocynapcTBeHHWUECKAs M JMIIOMATHUECKAS
nesitenbHocTh 1918-19207., (Baku,2000), 3-uii Tom,165.

2 Hasanov, Hasan “Ha mymm « [Ilepsoit Asepbaiimkanckoit Pecry6bmuke  (1917-

1918rr.)”.,(Baku.,2000),179
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Britain would support it. However, with the intervention of the British, a
ceasefire was achieved.”’ General Thompson directly supported Azerbaijan
on the issue of Karabakh, Zangazur and Nakhchivan.”? He demanded that the
Armenian commander cease hostilities against the Azerbaijani population:
“Inform all Armenians to quietly sit in their homes. In case of disobedience,
you will be directly responsible for the spilled blood”.”* In mid-January 1919
the British command chose a model of territorial isolation of the conflict
area through establishing special administration of the Governor-General
Karabakh and appointed Dr. Khosrov Bey Sultanov governor of Karabakh.**
The general-governor-administered territories included the Shusha,
Zangezur, Javanshir and the Jabrayil districts.”” The Armenian authorities
hurried to protest against this decision of the Azerbaijan government.
Decisive action of Khosrov Bey Sultanov put an end to raids of Andronik
and other Dashnak forces in Karabakh and Zangezur, hence all their
supporters have been removed. Thus, the sovereign rights of Azerbaijan in
Karabakh were restored.”® British sources also give us a good picture of what
happened in Zangezur during this period. The English journalist Scotland-
Liddle, who visited the conflict areas in the Caucasus in 1919-1920, wrote in
January 1919: “On November 23 a treaty was concluded in Tiflis and there
came hope that both parties [i.e. Armenia and Azerbaijan] would live in
peace until all the questions are solved by the Great Powers [in the Versailles
Peace Conference]. However, immediately, almost following the signing of
the treaty, Armenians, having benefited from the withdrawal of the
Azerbaijani troops, treacherously attacked the Muslims.”*” In summer 1919
the situation in Azerbaijan worsened again, as a result of threat of invasion

' Gozalova, Nigar, “THE KARABAKH ISSUE IN RELATION WITH ARMENIA AND
AZERBAIJAN (1918-
1920)”.,2019, https://www.academia.edu/40786403/THE_ KARABAKH_ISSUE_IN_RELATION WITH
_ARMENIA_AND AZERBAIIAN 1918 1920.

22 3eiinanosa, T.M. “U3 HCTOPHH HALMOHATLHOTO IOCYJAPCTBEHHOTO CTPOMTEILCTBA B AsepbaiikaHe
(1920—1930-e rT.)”., Baxy, 2004. C. 33, 49.

2 Mawmezoa 1. “Hutepnperanus Totanutapusma. CTamuuusM B AsepGaiimkane. 1920—1930”., (Baky,
2004), 13.

* Hasanli, Jamil, “Foreign Policy of the Republic of Azerbaijan, The Difficult Road to Western
Integration, 1918-1920”., (Baku, 1995).,79p.

 Shikhaliyev,Emin. “Britain’s Armenian policy in the South Caucasus and place of the Problem in UK
Archives (1917-1920)”.,IRS-Heritage 1,10.29(2016).,26-33.

¥ Mycradasane Paxman., “/[Be pecnybmuku. AsepGaiimkaHo-poccuiickne oTHOMmeHHs B 1918—1922
rr.”., (Mocksa., 2006)., 78-79.
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Archives (1917-1920)”.,IRS-Heritage 4,n0.27 (2017).,34-41.
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of the general Denikin’s White Guard Army from the north.*® In June having
benefited from this situation, the Armenian armed forces again intruded into
Zangezur.” In connection with the aggression of Armenia, on December 30,
1919, the Azerbaijan government demanded that W. Huskell, High
Commissioner of the Union States in the South Caucasus, take urgent
measures to end the aggression against Azerbaijan population®. He started
to support the idea that Zangezur and Karabakh were an integral part of
Azerbaijan®'. About a month after these developments, the Prime Minister of
Armenia Alexander Khatisian sent an urgent telegram to the Armenian
delegations at the Paris Peace Conference and reported that, by taking
control of Zangezur, Azerbaijan was planning to establish contact with
Tiirkiye®. Regular units of the Azerbaijan Army under the command of
general-major Habib Salimov were started military operations to restore
order in and around Zangezur”, defeated army of Armenians. Oliver
Wardrop submitted to Lord Curzon a letter of the Prime Minister of the ADR
of November 16, 1919 indicated: “Zangezur is the inalienable part of
Azerbaijan Republic and was always considered, not only by us, but by
Allies of British command and Colonel Haskell, high commissioner, peace
conference reorganizing our inalienable right to Zangezur district in one of
point’s agreement”.>* In order to eliminate armed conflict between Armenia
and Azerbaijan in Zangezur and to establish friendly relations between the
two neighboring countries, the negotiations with the mediation of USA
culminated in the signing of the treaty on November 23, 1919 in Tbilisi.*
The parties undertook not to use the weapons against each other and to
resolve all outstanding issues through negotiations, and all the border issues

% Abackynuesa, Enenopa, “BOCHHBII aibsHC GONBIIEBUKOB M JAUIHAKOB HOCHI BBIPAKEHHBIH aHTH
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2004), 13-14.
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https://dergipark.org.tr/tr/download/article-file/700954.

31 Xamunos,Acnan, “IeHOIMI NPOTHB MYCYIHMAHCKOTO HACCICHHS 3aKABKa3hsi B HCTOPHUECKHX
ucrounukax”., (baky.,2000).,148c.

32 Daghk Karabag 1918-1923 Yillarinda Belge ve Materyallerin Toplanmast, Erivan, Ermenistan Tarihi,
1992.

3 Segvard Harmandaryan., “Lenin 1 stanovlenie Zakavkazskoi federatsii (1921-1923)”., (Erivan: Aiastan,
1969), 99
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2655



XOSHGADAM ISLAM

finally resolved at a peace conference.”® The Azerbaijan Democratic
Republic remaining faithful to the commitment it has taken, in accordance
with the treaty, and trusting the Armenians, in a short time withdrew its
troops from Zangezur. Taking advantage of this, the Armenian government
advanced in Zangezur with the regular army of 7 thousand soldiers.’” As a
result, 40 Azerbaijani villages were destroyed in Zangezur, and the
population was slaughtered.”® On December 14-21, 1919, an Armenian-
Azerbaijani peace conference was held in Baku,* its work without coming
to any results.*’ In order to destroy the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic, the
Armenian government in 1920 began secret negotiations with the Russian
Bolsheviks.”' On March 22 1920, Armenian nationalist groups organized a
riot.*” This separatist revolt was proposed by Bolsheviks, preparing to
occupy Azerbaijan with the hand Armenians. The objective was to take
control over Zangezur and Shusha.* These events caused the governmental
crisis in Azerbaijan. The Bolsheviks used the situation to seize the power.*
Involvement of the major forces of the Azerbaijan Army in the conflict with
Armenia in the western borders made virtually helpless®. On April 27 the
Russian XI Red Army intruded into Azerbaijan and on April 28 the Soviets
came into the power in Baku.*® Armenia after April overturn still was going
to seize native lands of Azerbaijan as Nakchivan, Zangazur, Nagorno-
Karabakh and Sharur Daralayaz'’. On April 30, 1920, two days after the

3% Musaev Ismayil.,, “ Azorbaycanin Naxgivan vo Zongozur bolgolorindo siyasi voziyyot vo xarici
dovletlorin siyasoti (1917-1921-ci iller)”., (Baki, 1996).,122.
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(Mockga.,1991), 1.9-10, c.114.

2 “Last events in Karabakh”., Azerbaijan newspaper No 123, June 17 1919 / also: Documents and
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Azerbaijan Soviet Republic issued a note to the Armenian government and
demanded the withdrawal of Armenian troops from Zangezur and Karabakh:
“1. Clear the territory of... Zangezur off your troops...2. Recede to your
borders; 3. Cease interethnic carnage; otherwise, Revolutionary Committee
of the Azerbaijan SSR will consider that it is in a state of war with the
government of the Republic of Armenia.”*® A reply to this note was any
result. Ovanes Kachaznuni, Prime Minister of Dashnak Armenia (1918-
1920) and one of the leaders of the Dashnaktsutyun party, later admitted that
“Officially, we were not at war with Azerbaijan. We actually fought in
Karabakh and there were also frequent clashes in Gazakh. A number of
bloody battles occurred within the country with the local Muslim population
in Agbab, Zod, Zangibasar, Vedi Bazaar, Sharur-Nakhchivan, Zangezur,
etc.” This was the beginning of a future tragedy. In solving the territorial
problems the Soviet Russia defend only Dashnak Armenia. Lenin feared the
Entente was planning to use Armenia as a staging ground for retaking Baku,
which provided oil to the Soviets and the port of Batumi on the Black Sea.”
Soviet Russia pursued a policy of Sovietization of Armenia at the expense of
Azerbaijan lands.”' By that time Soviet Russia realized that Tiirkiye would
not interfere in the Caucasian developments.’> Ankara was busy fighting a
brutal war against the Greeks and French in Western and Southern
Anatolia.”® On June 19, protection of Armenians G. Ordzhonikidze (who
represented the Military Revolutionary Council on the Caucasus Front) sent
a cable to G. Chicherin (who served as People’s Commissar for Foreign
Affairs of the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic (RSFSR), “The
Soviet government has been proclaimed in Zangezur and the above-
mentioned territories consider themselves part of the Soviet Azerbaijan
republic... Azerbaijan cannot do without... Zangezur by any means. Overall,
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in my opinion, a representative of Azerbaijan should be summoned to
Moscow so that we could jointly resolve all outstanding issues regarding
Azerbaijan and Armenia,” the message reads.” G. Chicherin, in turn, sent a
cable to G. Ordzhonikidze, on July 2, 1920, the cable said: “The Armenian
peaceful delegation adamantly disagrees with the disputed status of
Zangezur... hoping that most of this territory will sooner or later be handed
over to them after long-lasting resistance. On the other hand, it is necessary
to concur with the government of Azerbaijan that our agreement with
Armenia does not run counter to the demands of the Azerbaijani
government. Since you wield tremendous influence in Baku, we request that
you put it to use and achieve ... recognition of Zangezur as disputed territory
by the Azerbaijani government”.” Iosif Stalin (from 1917-22, headed the
Commissariat for Ethnicities of the Soviet Russia) first laid out his position
on the Armenian-Azerbaijani territorial conflict in a telegram to
Ordzhonikidze on 8 July 1920: “My opinion is that one cannot endlessly
maneuvers between the sides. One should back one of the sides, in this case -
Azerbaijan and Tiirkiye. I have spoken to Lenin, he doesn’t mind”.*® At this
time, the Russian government was operating on the basis of leading
Communist Ordzhonikidze’s thesis: “... We may need Armenia in certain
political situations. Azerbaijan is keen on unification...with Zangezur
immediately and without negotiations. In my opinion, this must be done.
Both districts lean toward Baku economically. In particular, these areas are
currently completely separated from Erivan -- after the Turkish Bayazet
division wedged itself in. In case these districts remain disputed, they will
undoubtedly be taken over by the Turks and the Armenian population will be
entirely annihilated. We will not be able to prevent it from happening in any
way.””” According to chairman of the Revolutionary Military Council of
Armenia S. Ter Gabrielyan: “Armenian representatives would definitely go
for it. If the solution of this issue takes such a turn, Azerbaijan may be forced
to relinquish other provinces. I believe that Zangezur ought to join
Azerbaijan immediately. I will prompt Azerbaijan to declare autonomy of
these provinces, but that idea should be put forward by Azerbaijan and it

* Tenerpamma C.Opmxonuxunse I.Umaepuny. 19.06.1920 // PTACIIH, ¢.85, on.13, 1.32, 1.3.
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should not be cited in the agreement under any circumstances.”® In response
to this Chicherin wrote on 8 July cable addressed to Ordzhonikidze: “What
can we accomplish in the first place? Currently, Zangezur may be declared
as disputed territory, which requires consent of the Azerbaijani government.
This is vital for us and we should definitely conclude an agreement with
Armenia. This is crucial given the current situation internationally and this
necessitates announcing Zangezur as disputed territory as well, to say the
least.”” On July 10, 1920, a letter pertaining to the Zangezur issue was sent
to the central body of the Bolshevik Communist Party by Nariman
Narimanov, chairman of the Council of People’s Commissars of the
Azerbaijan Soviet Republic who played an important role in the overthrow
of Azerbaijan Democratic Republic.”” He played a key role in this issue.
Soviet Russia used the Bolshevik Nariman Narimanov in Azerbaijan, “as a
kind of flag and decoration”.®’ He understood that independence of the
Soviet Azerbaijan is a fake promise but it was late. He warned about
Zangezur issue that: “The situation is terrible. The Center has recognized the
independence of Georgia and Armenia, it has recognized the independence
of Azerbaijan, but at the same time, the Center is giving completely
undisputed Azerbaijani territory to Armenia. If these territories were ceded
to Georgia, it would be somewhat possible to resist public opinion, but
giving them to Armenia and Dashnaks is an irreparable, fatal mistake.”*
Diplomatic dispatch sent to N. Narimanov by G. Chicherin on 20 July says
with sarcasm: “So far, neither you nor Ordzhonikidze have explained in any
of your telegrams why the occupation of Karabakh and Zangezur by Russian
units does not satisfy you and other communists that are there and why
formal annexation to Azerbaijan is required... We need to improve relations
with Armenia, because it may happen that if Tiirkiye turns against us, even
Dashnak Armenia will be an outpost in the fight against the advancing
Turks”.”* Soviet Russia negotiated in secret with Dashnak Armenia about the
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territorial problems without participation of Azerbaijan SSR.** On 22 June
1920 G. Chicherin attempted to convince G. Ordzhonikidze that a
compromise was necessary with the Armenia’s Dashnak government.” He
wrote: “The Azerbaijan government declares disputable not only Karabakh
and Zangazur, but also the Sharur-Daralagez district. The latter never has
been declared a matter of dispute, and even the Musavat government always
recognized it as part of Armenia. Without it, almost nothing would remain of
Armenia. The Armenian peace delegation after lengthy resistance agreed to
recognize Karabakh and Zangezur as disputable hoping that at the end of the
day a significant portion of these localities will be given to Armenia, but
they in no case agreed to recognize Sharur-Daralagez district as a matter of
dispute. On the other hand, we must achieve agreement from the Azerbaijani
government so that our treaty with Armenia will not be in contradiction with
the demands of Azerbaijan. Given the enormity of your influence in Baku,
we ask you to use it in order to get from the Azerbaijan government its
assurance that it considered Karabakh and Zangezur matters of dispute, but
not Sharur-Daralagez district”.*® According to the agreement with the six
articles, which concluded on August 16, 1920, between Soviet Russian and
Armenian Republic, The Sharur-Deralayaz region was confirmed as the
Azerbaijan territory, and the Zangezur, Nakhchivan and Karabakh regions
were considered as “controversial”.*’” Thus, the ancient Azerbaijani lands
Sharur-Dereleyez uyezds and the Goycha mahal, having an area of 11
thousand square kilometers, were transferred to Armenia.®® On October 24,
1920 B. Legran (a Bolshevik revolutionary and Soviet official) described his
agreement with Armenians on Azerbaijani territories as follows:
“Armenians’ categorical condition is the immediate recognition of
Nakhchivan and Zangezur as their territories. I pointed out that this question
cannot be resolved without Azerbaijan and that we can raise it with
Azerbaijan only if Armenians give up their claims to Karabakh. After
lengthy discussions and with minor reservations, the Armenians agreed to
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give up Karabakh.” The “gift” of the Azerbaijani Sharur-Derelez region of
Armenia strengthened the ambitions of Armenians. This tempted struggle for
Zangezur, Nakhichevan and Karabakh inflamed. Fortunately as to
Nakhchivan, that time army of Tiirkiye, which was in alliance with the
Soviet Russia, was located here since May of 1920%°. The Turkish troops, led
by Veysel Pasha, played a decisive role preservation of Nakhchivan from the
Armenian aggression.”’ I. Stalin played a major role in the division of
Azerbaijani territories. During the joint discussion of the "Zangezur
problem" in the meeting of the Azerbaijani Communist Party and Baku
Committee in Baku on November 9, 1920 he proved the point: “If you want
to know who Zangezur and Nakhchivan belong to, they should not be given
to Armenia’s current government, but if Soviet government is established
there, then they can be given to them”.”" It is clear from Stalin’s statement
that a plan to transfer Nakhchivan and Zengezur to Armenia was prepared by
Moscow even before its Sovietization.”” After the establishment of the
Soviet power in Armenia, on November 29, 1920” the struggle for the
“controversial territories” entered a new phase. Moscow used “proletarian
internationalism” propaganda to force Azerbaijan to make concessions.”* On
1 December N. Narimanov issued a declaration on the establishment of the
Soviet Armenia in Baku Council, in this declaration a particular reference
was made to the issue of Zangezur’s transfer to Armenia, which stated:
“...Soviet Azerbaijan, assisting the struggle of the Armenian workers against
the Dashnak power, which has shed and is shedding the innocent blood of
our best communist comrades in Armenia and Zangezur, declares that
henceforth no territorial issue can lead to mutual bloodshed between
centuries-old neighboring peoples - the Armenians and Muslims; the
territory of Zangezur and Nakhchivan are integral parts of Soviet Armenia;
the peasant workers of Mountainous Karabakh are granted the right to self-
determination; all combat operations within Zangezur are stopped and the
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forces of Soviet Azerbaijan withdrawn. There are absolutely no borders
between Soviet Azerbaijan and Soviet Armenia".” A little later, the
leadership of Soviet Azerbaijan took that statement back.”® At that particular
moment it was effectively used by Soviet Bolsheviks. In the autumn of 1920,
Tiirkiye began military operations against Dashnaks, on December 1920, the
parties signed the Gyumri peace treaty.”” According to the agreement,
Sherur, Shakhtakhty, Nakhchivan were temporarily protected by Tiirkiye. In
fact, the protectorate of Tiirkiye was established over the territory formally
remaining for Armenia.”® Russia refused to recognize this treaty.” Moscow
could not possibly allow the Turks to increase their influence over Armenia.
In the meantime, on December 2, an agreement was signed between RSFSR
and the Republic of Armenia.”’ The agreement declared Armenia an
‘independent socialist republic’ and Russia should give Zangezur, Qazakh,
and former Yerevan Provinces to Armenia without any hesitation.”’ Andrew
Andersen wrote: “Despite the fact that the boundaries of the indicated
territory were not precisely defined, it should be said that neither the last
government of independent Armenia, nor the first Soviet administration in
Yerevan could boast an effective control even over half of the above
territory. However, the named document is important as a confirmation of
serious territorial concessions that the Kremlin was ready to offer Armenia at
the very first stage of her Sovietization.”® The Baku Soviet which was under
the leadership of Stephan Shaumyan adapted a unanimous resolution on the
issue and that the document "opens a new page in the history of the
Azerbaijan”. In his speech at the Baku Soviet meeting, Ordzhonikidze
applauded the decision of the “Armenian people” to fly the Soviet flag,
describing the statement: “Zangezur, Nakhchivan and Karabakh mean
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nothing for the Russians; Zangezur is unproductive mountains, it has no
grain, no water, Nakhchivan has no more than bogs and malaria, while
Karabakh has nothing at all. And Comrade Narimanov says: 'Take them
yourselves. Take these unproductive lands for Armenia, as though Soviet
Azerbaijan was freeing itself of a burden."” On December 2, 1920
Ordzhonikidze informed Lenin and Stalin that "Azerbaijan officially
proclaimed the transfer of Zangezur, Nakhchivan and Mountainous
Karabakh to Armenia yesterday."™ In the article “Long live the Soviet
Armenia,” published in the newspaper “Pravda”, on December 4, 1920,
Stalin, solemnly proclaimed the transfer of Zangezur, Nakhchivan and
Karabakh of the Soviet Armenia.* This irresponsible statement was sharply
condemned by Tiirkiye and Nakhchivan began protests.*® The Commissioner
of Justice and the Plenipotentiary Representative of Azerbaijan in Russia
Behbud Bey Shahtakhtinsky, sent to the region to reduce tension, in his
speech, on December 15, 1920 to the Nakhchivan Community, openly
declared: “The Azerbaijani government have sold you to Armenia with the
land. If you want to preserve your lands and independence, the only force
that can protect you is the Turkish army. The people must unite around this
force. Only they can protect your independence and lands, and they alone are
able to save you from a serious catastrophe.” An important role in the
preservation of Nakhchivan within Azerbaijan played Tiirkiye. Soviet Russia
saw Tiirkiye as a potential ally at this time. By serious instruction of Mustafa
Kemal Atatiirk Nakhchivan wasn’t united with the Armenian SSR.*® The fair
solution of the Nakhchivan issue at the Moscow Conference was a great
victory for Turkish diplomacy.*”” On March 16, 1921, in accordance with the
results of a referendum, the Bolshevik government declared the Nakhchivan
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Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic.”’After the Moscow treaty, Armenia
has not stopped the sabotage against Nakhchivan. They were disappointed
with this situation because of the Soviet promises previously given about
Nakhchivan and Nagorno-Karabakh.”' On December 10, 1920 the Dashnak
newspaper reported “We welcome Azerbaijan’s renouncing Zangezur on the
orders from Moscow; by giving up Zangezur. Azerbaijan is seeking to help
powerless Armenia. Azerbaijan has chosen a path that substantially
contributes to peaceful co-existence of the two nations”.”> On December 25,
1920, the Dashnaks created a puppet structure called the “Free Government
of Syunik” here.”” Armenians realized that the Zangezur region, which was
an integral part of Azerbaijan, could not be completely occupied. Therefore,
they decided to occupy the Zangezur region by splitting it.”* Armenians,
proposed to divide Zangezur into two parts — the western and eastern ones.”
Thus, at first the process of annexation of the upper part of Zangezur to
Armenia was completed. The Zangezur issue has become a powerful tool in
the hands of Russia to control the region. All this events give grounds to say
that Armenia, managed to do this easily, because of the Soviet leaders
traitorous outlook against Turkish people. Armenia benefited from the
Sovietization of the Caucasus largely. The leader of the Azerbaijani
communists Nariman Narimanov wrote: “In Azerbaijan, the Dashnak policy
is in full force. Azerbaijani Communist Party, in the face of Ordzhonikidze
and Stalin, does not trust us, Turks, and entrusted the fate of Azerbaijan to
Armenian Dashnaks”.”® The Armenian-Bolsheviks were not satisfied with
their territorial acquisitions and again, seize more and more new territories
of Azerbaijan. In 1923, the pastures of the eastern Zangezur, Javanshir and
Gazakh uyezds of Azerbaijan with an area up to 150 thousand dessiatine
were transferred to Armenia.”” In 1929-1930, the transfer of significant
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territories of the Zangilan and Ordubad uyezds to Armenia™ under the
pretext of “creating an Armenian region in Mehri”, Russia caused the
isolation of Nakhchivan from other Azerbaijan lands. The connection of the
Azerbaijan SSR with Nakhchivan and the Republic of Tiirkiye was broken.”
These decisions split the entire Turkic world. The blockade of Nakhchivan
and Azerbaijan’s dependence on Iran for communication with Nakhchivan
also enabled. Iran to use the situation as a tool of political pressure and it
created risks regarding Nakhchivan’s economic security.'” As a result of the
aggressive policy of Armenia during the years of Soviet power, 12 thousand
779.6 square kilometers of the territory of the Azerbaijani SSR were
“donated” by the imperial center of the Armenian SSR. If the territory of
“Armenia” under the terms of the Batumi Treaty was 9.2 thousand square
kilometers, then in 1924 it “increased” to 27.1 thousand square kilometers,
and soon to 28.1 thousand square kilometers.'”’ But the appetite of the
Armenian SSR was insatiable. Soviet Armenia continued its aggressive
policy. The factors behind the rejection of the Zangezur region from
Azerbaijan were: 1) Russia's expansionist goals; 2) the purposeful policy of
the Azerbaijani leadership, which was captured by the Armenians; 3) the
sacrifice of national interests by local leaders. Under the patronage of the
Soviet Empire, Armenia seized another 20 percent of Azerbaijan's territory
in the early 1990s. Unlike in the past, this time it was done openly, with the
use of force of arms and unprecedented brutality. Our lands have been
occupied for 30 years. Azerbaijan has restored its territorial integrity thanks
to the victory won by the Azerbaijani army in the fight against the occupiers
during the 44-day war. The Zangezur problem is one of the greatest
obstacles to security in the South Caucasus. The new corridor will serve to
diversify Azerbaijan's strategically important transport routes to Tiirkiye and
the Black Sea'”. The opening of the Zangezur corridor will put an end to the
blockade of the Nakhichevan Autonomous Republic of Azerbaijan and
connect the Turkic world. Anastasia Lavrina justifies the importance of the

% K wucropun o6pasopanust Haropro-Kapabaxckoii ABToHOMHOM obmactn AsepGaiimkanckoit CCP.
1918-1925. NokymenTsl u Matepuainsl. (baky, 1989).
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1% Tbrahim Ether Atnur. “Muxtariyyat arofasinde Naxgivan”., (Naxctvan, "Qeyrat" 1999),145-146.
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Zangezur corridor at the global level: The Zangezur corridor will become the
shortest land transport route between the Pacific and Atlantic oceans, as well
as the intersection point of the North—South and East—-West routes. It will
significantly expand the operation of land transport routes connecting
Europe and Asia'®. I believe that one day our lands under Armenian
occupation, including Zangezur, will return to their ancient and true
homeland - Azerbaijan.

19 Piotr Gawliczek., Khayal Iskandarov., “The Zangezur corridor as part of the global transport route
(against the backdrop of power games in the South Caucasus region)”., https://securityanddefence.pl/The-
Zangezur-corridor-as-part-of-the-global-transport-route-against-the-backdrop,161993,0,2 . html.
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