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Abstract

After the First World War we witness an unprecedented
development of aircraft. In this "Golden Age of Aviation" a re-
conversion of ex-military pilots takes place and thus commercial and
postal aviation develops.

First of all, in this context, we will analyse in this study the
Romanian flights that flew over the Turkish airspace on their way to
Africa or the Middle East (1924-1939). In the logbooks of the Romanian
aviators we find important information about the discussions with the
Turkish aviators in Eskisehir or presentations of Turkish airfields
(Yesilkoy, Esksehir and Adana). On the other hand, Turkish aviators
flew over Romanian airspace with a stop in Bucharest (May 1931). They
also participated in the Conference of the International Aeronautical
Federation (June 1931, Bucharest).

Secondly, we will present the visit of the squadron of Turkish
military aviators to Bucharest (May 1934). Romanian military aviators
returned this visit and a squadron with 7 planes arrived in Ankara. They
were received by Atatiirk who gave each of them a golden watch with his
signature (May 1935).

Thirdly, we will emphasize in this study the activity of three
exceptional female pilots who flew in Tiirkiye or Romania: Smaranda
Braescu (Istanbul, 1933), Sabiha Gokgen (Bucharest, 1939) and Irina
Burnaia (Ankara, 1939).

Fourthly, we will present the negotiations between Prince G. Bibescu
and Celal Bayar in order to open the first airline between Bucharest and
Istanbul. Thus, the Romanian-Turkish Air Convention was signed on
June 3, 1939. LARES made its first flight on June 5, 1939 at 8:00 a.m.
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from Yesilkdy/Istanbul and arrived at Baneasa Airport/Bucharest at
10:30 a.m.

The paper is based on unpublished documents found in the Archive
of the Ministry of Romanian Foreign Affairs (fund Turkey, Ankara and
Istanbul, special volumes concerning conventions). All documents will
be correlated with information found in the National Archives of
Romania, Romanian and Turkish press, as well as on memories of
Romanian pilots.

Keywords: Romanian-Turkish Relations, Air Convention, Sabiha
Gokcen, Turkish and Romanian Airlines, Yesilkoy, Turkish Aviation
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MAVIi GOGUN ALTINDA: BUKRES iLE iSTANBUL
ARASINDA DUZENLI UCUSLARIN GERCEKLESTIRILMESI
ICIN ROMANYA-TURKIYE HAVA SOZLESMESI'NIN
IMZALANMASI (3 HAZIRAN 1939).

Ozet

Birinci Diinya Savasi'ndan sonra, ugaklarin goriillmemis bir
gelisimine tanik olduk. Bu "Havaciligin Altin Cagi"nda eski askeri
pilotlarin yeniden doniisiimii gerceklesir ve boylece ticari ve posta
havacilig1 gelisir.

Bu baglamda oncelikle Romanya'nin Afrika'yva veya Orta Dogu'ya
(1924-1939) gitmek tlizere Tiirkiye hava sahasi ilizerinden ucguslarin
inceleyecegiz. Rumen havacilarin seyir defterlerinde, Tiirk havacilariyla
Eskigehir'de yapilan goriismeler veya Tiirk hava meydanlarinin
(Yesilkdy, Eskisehir ve Adana) sunumlarn hakkinda onemli bilgiler
buluyoruz. Tiirk havacilar1 ise Biikres'te bir durakla (Mayis 1931)
Romanya hava sahasi {izerinden ugtu. Ayrica Uluslararasi Havacilik
Federasyonu Konferansi'na (Haziran 1931, Biikres) katildilar. Ikinci
olarak, Tiirk askeri havacilarindan olusan birligin Biikres'e yaptigi
ziyareti (Mayis 1934) sunacagiz. Rumen askeri havacilar bu ziyarete
karsilik verecek ve 7 ugaklik bir filo Ankara'ya varacak. Atatiirk
tarafindan karsilandilar ve her birine kendi imzasiyla altin birer saat
hediye ettiler (Mayis 1935). Ugiincii olarak, bu calismada Tiirkiye veya
Romanya'da ugus yapan ii¢ istisnai kadin pilotun faaliyetini
vurgulayacagiz: Smaranda Briescu (istanbul, 1933), Sabiha Gokgen
(Biikres, 1939) ve Irina Burnaia (Ankara, 1939). Dordiincii olarak
Biikres- Istanbul arasinda ilk havayolunu agmak i¢in Prens G. Bibescu ile
Celal Bayar arasinda yapilan goriigmeleri sunacagiz. Boylece 3 Haziran
1939'da Romanya-Tiirk Hava Sozlesmesi imzalandi.

LARES ilk ugusunu 5 Haziran 1939'da sabah 8:00'de yapiyor.
Yesilkdy/Istanbul'dan saat 10:30'da Bineasa Havalimani/Biikres'e varis.
Bu makale, Romanya Daisisleri Bakanlhi§i Arsivinde bulunan
yaymlanmamis belgelere dayanmaktadir (Tiirkiye, Ankara ve Istanbul
fonu, ibadetlerle ilgili o6zel ciltler). Tiim belgeler Romanya Ulusal
Arsivlerinde, Romanya ve Tiirk basininda bulunan bilgilerle ve ayrica
Rumen pilotlarin anilartyla iliskilendirilecektir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Romanya- Tiirkiye iliskileri, Hava Konvansiyonu,
Tiirk Havaciligi, Sabiha Gokgen, Tiirk ve Romanya Havayollar1.
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1. Prince George Valentin Bibescu and the Establishment of the
First Bucharest-Istanbul Airlines

Two years after the end of World War I, the idea of an air route linking
Paris to Bucharest took root in the mind of the Frenchman Marie Charles
Duval and the Romanian Nicolac Titulescu. The French-Romanian
Company for Air Transport (CFRNA) was founded in 1922. It soon offered
service to the largest capitals in Europe: Vienna, Prague, Constantinople',
Warsaw, Budapest, etc.

In 1925, it became the International Air Navigation Company (CIDNA).
It operated until 1933, at which point it merged with three other airlines to
form one that would stand the test of time: Air France®. The first trip after
the war between Constantinople and Bucharest in an airplane of the Franco-
Romanian Company took place in 1923°. The Turkish government has
ratified an agreement by which the Franco-Romanian Air Navigation
Company will extend the Paris—Bucharest airline to Angora starting on
September 1, 1924. The Romanian Ministry of Health will re-establish the
sanitary control of passengers arriving by air at Baneasa Airport on the lines
Bucharest—Constantinople”.

N. Caranfil, the Minister of Air and Navy, mentioned that there were
negotiations with Tiirkiye for the Bucharest—Istanbul—Tel Aviv airlines to
be operated jointly by Romanians and Turks. The conferences of the Balkan
Entente appreciated the importance of the problem and studied the issue of
their organization: “only Tiirkiye reacted negatively to any conventions on
the exploitation of air traffic over its territory. It is believed, however, that as
soon as Tirkiye will have completed the organization of its national air
navigation lines, we will be able to have connections with Turkish airlines as

well as reciprocity””.

' Serviciul aerian Bucuresti—Constantinopol—Angora. Compania franco-romana (Universul,

12.1X.1924).

? Maryla Boutineau, La C.F.RN.A.-C.ID.N.A. Premiére compagnie aérienne européenne 1920-1933 —
Aux origines d’Air France, Heimdal Editions, passim.

* Natura, no 3/1923.

* Prabusirea unui avion CIDNA pe ruta Bucuresti—Constantinopol cu pilotul turc Thya, cu un avion
Potez, un inginer romédn de la Steaua Roménd, un reprezentant uzina francezd, un german, un pilot

(Universul, 26.VL. 1931); Hava faciasinin geride kalan felaketzedeleri. Thlya Bey de maateessiif hava
kurbanwnn arasinda (Milliyet, 27.V1.1931).

’ Aviatia noastra. D1. N.Carafil, ministrul aerului si marinei se dovedeste un bun organizator al aviatiei si
marinei (Viitorul, 25.1X. 1936).
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Within the Economic Council of the Balkan Entente in Athens® (March
197), the Romanian delegation discussed issues concerning the airlines in the
Balkans. The Romanian and Greek states had aeronautical experts, the
Yugoslav and Turkish states did not have experts, but were represented by S.
Prendici and Kadri Kuslogu. The Turkish delegate replied that “in this

matter must be addressed directly to the Turkish government™’.

Romanian minister in Ankara, Alexandru Telemaque noted that by art.
23 of the Montreux Straits Convention (July 21, 1936), the Turkish
Government decided for civil aircraft the following overflight routes over
Turkish territory These lines were fixed for foreign civilian planes that
occasionally flew over Turkish territory. Regarding the possibility of
creating commercial airlines, the law that was supposed to regulate the
operation of air services in Tiirkiye was still under debate in the TBMM
(GNAT), thus, it was not possible to create a regular aviation line between
Romania—Greece—Egypt or Romania—nPalestine® .

On June 14, 1938, the Ministry of Air and Navy informed the Romanian
MFA that during a recent trip of Prince V. Bibescu’ to Istanbul, he had a
discussion with the Turkish Minister of Foreign Affairs with a view to
creating an airline Bucharest—Istanbul—Ankara—Alep—Cairo'®. In this
sense, it was requested to confirm the mentioned conversation and to order
based on it the beginning of the necessary negotiations. At the 6th session of
the Economic Council of the Balkan Entente in Istanbul (April 7-14, 1938),
the Romanian delegation requested authorization to operate the Bucharest—
Istanbul—Ankara—Tel Aviv and Bucharest—Istanbul airline'".

Prince George Valentin Bibescu'> made several flights Istanbul—
Bucharest—Istanbul" to discuss with Turkish officials for the opening of an
airline on the route Istanbul—Bucharest.

¢ Comunicatul asupra lucrarilor Consiliului Economic al Intelegerii Balcanice (Curentul, 29.111.1937)
7 AMAE, fond intelegerea Balcanica, vol. 27, p. 295.
8 AMAE, fond Conv. 8/ T.1 [Report no 1200/ 29.VIL.1937].

® Prens Bibesko doniiyor (Cumhuriyet, 30.V1938); Prens Bibesko Biikrese gitti. Maruf havaci, ayn
ortalarina dogru tekrat memlektimize gelecek (Cumhuriyet, 1.VI. 1938).

'© AMAE, fond Conv. 8/ T.1, [Report no 35793/16.VL.1938)].
' AMAE, fund in;elegerea Balcanicd, vol. 29, passim.

"2 George Paul Sandachi, Dan Harirca, Printul George Valentin Bibescu : biografia unui cilitor,
Bucuresti, Ed. Vivaldi, 2005.

B Tiirkiye—Romanya tayyare servisi. Prens Bibesko diin geldi, Ankara’ya gitti ( Cumhuriyet,
11.VIIL.1938).
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Prince George Valentin Bibescu obtained on January 23rd
1910 the international pilot license number 20. He was one of the
founding members of the  Fédération  Aéronautique
Internationale (FAI). Between 1927 and 1930, he was vice-
president, and between 1930 and 1941 was the president of
the FAL

Alex. Telemaque confirmed that the Bucharest—Istanbul airline was
approved by the Turkish Government following the discussion between
Prince V. Bibescu'* and Celal Bayar on May 27, 1938". Following the
Verbal Note sent by the Romanian Legation in Tiirkiye on August 18, 1938,
the Turkish Government mentioned on September 13, 1938 that it would
send an answer when a decision was made on this subject'.

In January 1939, the Romanian Legation in Ankara announced that the
German Lufthansa Company was in negotiations for the operation of the
Berlin—Istanbul airline. Therefore, Romanian diplomat, C.M. Eliad,
reiterated the Romanian request for the reciprocity of the Bucharest—
Istanbul —Bucharest line and sent a note requesting authorization for the
LARES Company'’. On March 4, 1939, the Romanian Embassy announced

' Prens Bibesko beyelmilel havaciltk kurumu reisi sehrimizde (Kurun, 13.V.1938); Beynelmilel tayyare
cemiyeti reisi. Prens Bibesko diin sabah sehrimize geldi ve Ankara’ya gitti (Son Posta, 28.V. 1938);
Bibesko (Kurun, 28.V.1938); Prens Bibesko diin tayyare ile geldi. Istanbul’da bir saat kaldiktan sonra
Ankara’ya hareket etti (Aksam, 28.V.1938); Prens Bibesko bagbakanumiz ve doktor Tevfik Riistii Aras
tarafindan kabul edildi. Prens Bibesko Tiirkkusu talebeleri arasinda (Ulus, 29.V.1938); Prens Bibesko
Ankara’da (Cumhuriyet, 29.V.1938); Prens Bibesko Tiirkkusu ugslarinda. Balkanlarda Turneye ¢tkacak
Fillolarunzin basinda Atatiitk kizt Sabiha Gokgenin bulunmast bu seyahate biiyiikk bir hususiyet
vermektedir (Tan, 30.V.1938); Prens Bibesko diyorki: Havacuikta Balkanlarmn en ileri milleti
sizsiniz.Prens Bibesko B.Fuad Bulca ile konusuyor (Ulus, 30.V. 1938); Istanbul—Biikres hava seferleri
baslyor (Yeni Asw, 31.V.1938); Prens Bibesko bugiin doniiyor (Kurun, 31.V.1938); Romanya ile
Tiirkiye arasinda hava seferleri (Aksam, 31.V.1938); Biikres—Kahire hava seferleri (Son Posta,
31.V.1938); Romanya ile Tiirkiye arasinda hava seferleri (Aksam, 31.V.1938); Prens Bibesko Biikres’e
gitti (Cumbhuriyet, 1.V1.1938); Prens Bibesko diyor ki: Planérciilitkte, kuvvet ve tekilat bakimindan
Almanya’dan sonra Avrupa’nm ikinci milletisiniz (Ulus, 2.V1.1938).

!5 Romanya ile Tiirkiye Arasinda Hava Seferleri (Aksam, 31.V .938).

!¢ AMAE, fond Conv. 8/ T.1 [Report no 1384-7/ 15.1X.1938].

7" ANIC, fond Industria Aeronautici Roména (1925-1948); Dan Antoniu, George Cicos, Romanian
Aeronautical Construction, Military Publishing House 1974, passim.; Horia Stoica, Dan Antoniu,
Industria Aeronautica Romana : 1. A.R. (1925-1948), 2020, passim.

In 1928, the State Department of Aeronautics formed the Serviciul National de Navigatie Aeriana
(SNNA), which was to be responsible for the air services. In 1928 the SNNA was used to start up
domestic air services again and to prepare the operation of international routes. The general depression
after the famous Wall Street crack in October 1929 caused the opening of international air service to be

delayed and SNNA was re-organised and reborn under the new name of Liniile Aeriene Romane
Exploatate de Statul (LARES= Rumanian Airlines Exploited by the State) in 1930.
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that the Turkish government had granted authorization for the operation of
the Bucharest—Istanbul airline and that it was waiting for the delegate of the
LARES Society for technical negotiations. Between March 13-17, 1939,
Eng. Cociasu, Director of LARES, negotiated with Ali Riza Akat, General
Director of Communications in the Ministry of Public Works. Following the
signing of the contract for the operation of the Istanbul-—Bucharest airline,
the LARES Company'® opened the first flight on June 5, 1939 at 8:00 a.m.
from Istanbul and arrived at Baneasa Airport at 10:30 a.m."’.

Thus, on June 3, 1939, the Convention regarding the performance by the
civil air transport company LARES of regular flights between Bucharest and
Istanbul was signed. With the expansion of the war, the Turkish Government
announced that starting from June 24, 1940, the Bucharest—Istanbul flights
would be suspended.

One year after the signing, Sikrii Saracoglu informed the Romanian
Government that he was extending the contract with LARES until June 3,
1941,

2. Romanian Aviators Cross the Sky of Tiirkiye.
The Visits of Turkish Aviators to Romania

The Romanian air tours over Africaor Middle East were a series
of trips, called “raids” in Romanian literature, made by
the Romanian pilots over Africa or the Middle East between 1933 and 1939,

At the end of the year 1935, the French aircraft manufacturer Henri Potez had already delivered both civil
as military aircraft to Rumania and participated in the Franco-Rumanian Airline Company/ CIDNA (since
1933 Air France). He hoped to increase his influence by forming an airline company in Rumania for
mainly domestic air services. On 14 December 1935 together with private Rumanians investors he formed
the Societatea Anonimad Romand de Transporturi Aeriene(SARTA). Henri Potez owned 30 % of the
shares of the SARTA, which had its head office at the Calea Victoriei 63 in the centre of Bucuresti. The
Board of Directors included M. Gigurtu, A. Jancel and T. Aldéa. At its foundation the company was
supplied with five brand new Potez 56-0, all carrying French registrations: F-AOCD, F-ANNA, F-ANNB,
F-AOCC, F-ANNC and F-AOCA.

The Rumanian government was keen to take over control of civil aviation and ordered the merger of
SARTA and LARES to form a new State-controlled airline company under the name of LARES. On 21
July 1937 the re-organization was completed and the new LARES was formed absorbing SARTA and the
old LARES. The SARTA-fleet was taken over by the new LARES during July 1937.

'8 Rumania and Tiirkiye concluded on 3 June 1939 an air treaty, allowing LARES to start up air service
on the city of Istanbul. This service could be operated three times weekly in both
directions. LARES operated the service by the fast Lockheed L-10A Electra.

' AMAE, Conv 8T1 [ Report no. 35896/6.V1.1939)].
% AMAE, Conv 8T1[ Telegram no. 400/26.111.1940 ].
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with the purpose of promoting air tourism, Romanian airplanes, as well as
Romanian aviation in general.

Romanian pilots were obliged to stop in Istanbul (Yesilkdy) and Adana
for customs formalities. For refueling or in case of emergency they could
land at Eskigehir or Konya. The request for over flight permission had to be
made at least two weeks in advance through the Romanian Embassy in
Tiirkiye. Also, the Romanian pilots had to avoid the no-fly zones in Tiirkiye.

For the present study I have chosen a few flights and their impressions
of aviation or daily life in Tiirkiye.

2.A. Romanian air tour over Africa ( Bucuresti— Malakal, 22
October-17 November 1933)

In 1933, Mihai Pantazi, Gheorghe Davidescu, Alexandru Cernitescu’’,
Petre Ivanovici, Max Manolescu and the mechanic D. Ploiesteanu flying
three [ICAR—M 23b* planes, carried out the first Romanian intercontinental
flight over the distance Bucharest—Malakal (Sudan). Although the initial
target had been Capetown™, the flight had to be interrupted at Malakal due
to unfavorable weather conditions and because the flying fields had become
impracticable after the rains.

ICAR—M 23b was the first plane produced by the ICAR
Factory of Bucharest, under a Messerschmitt M-23 licence. On a
timber structure, art of the plane was covered by plywood and
part of it by fabric. The [ICAR—M 23b was also extensively used
by the civilian flying school of Romania. It was also always seen
at the air meets of the time. The highly popular Silver Squadron
as the ICAR—M 23b plane of the ARPA Association were called
took up very many people who wanted to have their first
experience of air travel. Very good performances were obtained
by this type of aircraft thanks to its successful structure and good
flying qualities. In 1932, Mihail Pantazi and Gheorghe Grozea,

2! Alexandru Cernescu, George Davidescu, Paul Baltagi, Avioane romanesti strabat Africa, Bucuresti, ed.
Militara, 1975, passim.

2 ICAR—M23b: span 11.50 m, lenght 6.50 m, height 2.00 m, empty weight 375 kg., total eight 700 kg.,
80-HP Siemens Halske SH 13 B engine, maximum speed 1,70 km./h, cruising speed 150 km./h, minimm
speed 80 km./h, maximm ceilling 3,800 m, endurance 5h30 min, cf. Ion Gudju, Gheorghe Iacobescu,
Ovidiu Ionescu, op.cit.,p. 129.

» Raidul Bucuresti— Capetown. Decolarea se va face azi (Curentul, 23.X.1933); Raidul african al unei
escadrile romane. Reintoarcerea aviatorilor in Capitala (Dimineata, 20.X1.1933).
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flying an ICAR—M 23b with floats and additional fuel tanks, set
up a world endurance record for light seaplanes, flying for 12
hours and 2 minutes.

Through the efforts of the Under-Secretariat of Air Force, the fuel necessary
for the tour was provided by the Astra Romdna Refinery and delivered
by Shell. Shell also provided the documentation: air guides, newsletters and
weather forecasts.

On October 22, 1933, they took off from Baneasa Airport to Istanbul.
They flew over the restricted area of Catalca without realizing it. Because of
the bad weather they stopped in Istanbul, where they visited the Galata
Tower, the Pera district, Taksim Square, the ruins of the Valens
Aqueduct, Hagia Sophia, Topkapt Palace, the Turkish and Islamic Arts
Museum, the Military Museum, the Grand Bazaar, and different mosquesM.

On 25 October, they could hardly manage to fly over the Taurus
Mountains, through a saddle at the height of 1,750 meters, which is the
ceiling that loaded aircraft can reach. Then they reached the Mediterranean
above Silifke (Mersin). After that they flew over Mersin and had the customs
formalities carried out at Adana. In Adana they waited 45 minutes for
customs formalities. While they waited for the stamps, two donkeys
approached the planes and began, “without shame, to scratch themselves on
the Romanian planes™. The Turkish authorities “kind and honest
apologized for the delay™®. After flying around the Gulf of
Alexandretta they landed at Aleppo.

On November 15, they return on the route Aleppo — Adana —
Eskigehir. After 5 hours Romanian pilots arrived in Eskisehir, where “the
Turkish pilots receive us with obvious sympathy, quickly named us like
binbas1 (major) or yiizbasi (captain), according to ranks. At the hotel where
we are staying, two Englishmen and two Frenchmen have been living for
two months or more, bored to death. They are the representatives of
aeronautical factories, which are negotiating with the Turkish government
for the delivery of military planes. They seem delighted with our appearance.
They are experienced aviators, about the same age as us, travelled to many
places, communicative and cheerful by nature. The group increases with 3-4

2% A.Cernescu, G.Davidescu, P.Baltagi, op.cit., p. 30-43.
 Ibidem, p. 53.

2% Idem.
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Turkish pilots and together we spend in a good mood and spontaneous
friendship. All kinds of aviation incidents, happy and tragic, from times of
peace or war, are told until midnight, interrupted by Turkish snacks (sarma,
kofte and koyun pastirmasi) accompanied by glasses of rakt and duziko®
with soda.”®

The flight from Eskisehir to Istanbul was a delight view considering that
“the beauty of the Bilecik Defile is similar to the Olt Valley (Romania)™.
They arrived in Istanbul on November 16, where they visited Eyiip and the
Bosphorus Tour. They reached Bucharest on November 17.

2.B. Romanian Air Tour of Prince V. Bibescu (April 1934)

Prince V. Bibescu, commander Gh. Banciulescu and Gh. Banciulescu
flew with a SET-41 plane on the route’”: Bucharest—Sofia—Istanbul —
Aleppo—Gaza—Cairo—Alexandria—Bengazi—Tripoli—Tunis—
Palermo—Rome—Zagreb— Belgrade—Bucharest’'.

Air Force Major Gheorghe Banciulescu, the first pilot in the world who
piloted with artificial legs™, carried out a lightening long distance flight in
1933 (8,000 km. in 9 days) on board a SET—41.

SET—41 was specially equipped for night flying (having
the necessary devices, radio, electric system for lighting and
heating, flare bombs) and an air camera. The armament
comprised a Vickers machine-gun through the airscrew and two
Lewis machine-guns in a turret in the observer seat. Under the
lower wing the SET—41 had two IAR—Barbieri bomb racks
for six 12 kg. bombs each™.

7 Duziko was a drink produced until the first years of Turkish Republic. It is a drink obtained by
distilling fermented fresh grapes in copper still.

2 A.Cernescu, G.Davidescu, P.Baltagi, op.cit., p. 106.

* Idem.

3 Cercurile aeronautice oficiale au oferit mai multe receptii in onoarea d-lui Bibescu, presedintele
Federatie Aeronautice Internationale (Curentul, 14.1V.1934).

31 %% [storia aviatie ..., p. 181.

32 Gh. Bianciulescu ’s legs had to be amputated after a very serious aviation accident he had in 1927 in the
Tatra Mountains of Czechoslovakia.

3 SET—41 : span 9.80 m, wing area 26.60 sq.m., empty weight 868 kg., total weight 1,322 kg., 380HP
Gnoéme-Rhéne 7K engine, maximum speed 202 km./h, speed at 2,000 m 191 km./h, minimum speed 87
km/h, maximum ceiling 5,800 m, climb to 2,000 m 9 min. 25 sec., climb to 5,000 m 42 min, cf. Ion
Gudju, Gheorghe Iacobescu, Ovidiu Ionescu, op.cit., p. 127.
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I. Sami, a member of the Istanbul Aviation Committee, came to the
General Consulate of Romania in Istanbul communicating that he had
received instructions from the Central Aviation Committee in Ankara to
consider Mr. V. Bibescu and his companions as official guests*. Prince V.
Bibescu arrived in Istanbul on April 10, 1934, being greeted by the director
of the Turkish Aviation Committee®. They stayed at Pera Palace. The
Romanian consulate in Istanbul offered a reception in honor of the
Romanian aviators, and the next day they continued their journey to
Eskisehir—Konya—Aleppo—Damascus—Cairo™.

2.C. The Visit of Turkish Aviators to Romania (May 1934)

Radu Irimescu, the Air Force Undersecretary, offered a breakfast at the
Central House of the Army in honor of Turkish aviators®’.

Lt. col. Celal declared that he was to meet first time with “our comrades,
the heroic Romanian aviators, which was the object of our desire for a long
time. We hope that this first contact will be the beginning of very frequent
and much supported relationships from us™**. Turkish aviators flew from
Sinop to Sevastopol—Bucharest via Odesa. The Royal Aeroclub of Romania
gave a reception in honor of the aviators and established the Ankara—
Bucharest Cup for Turkish and Romanian military aviators. General Sichitiu
pinned the badge of the Romanian aviators on the chest of the Turkish
aviators™. The Turkish pilots visited the Pipera airfield where the Romanian
officers performed various flights, and together with the Turkish military
attaché they visited the aircraft factory in Brasov™.

3 AMAE, fond ANKARA,vol. 85 [Report no. 738/24.111.1934].
 Loc.cit. [Report no 871/11.IV.].

% Prens Bibesko serefine ziyafetler (Vakit, 12.IV.1934); Prens Bibesko Misu’a hareket etti
(Cumbhuriyet,13.1V.1934); Prens Bibesko diin tayyaresile Biikres’ten geldi (Vakit, 11.IV.1934); Prens
Bibesko Eskisehir Muhabirimize, memleketimiz hakkinda yeni intibalarunt anlattt (Son Posta,
15.1V.1934).

37 Tayyare filomuz. Diin sehrimizden gegerek Eskisehir’e gitti (Vakit, 19.V.1934); Rusya’dan dénem
hava filomuz. Biikres’te ¢ok samini meraasimle karsiandi (Cumhuriyet, 15.V.1934); Tayyarecilerimiz
Romanya’da (Vakit, 16.V. 1934); Biikres Romanya hiikiimeti tayyarecilerimize nisan verdi (Vakit,
17.V.1934).

¥ Aviatorii turci in Capitala. Dejunul de la Cercul Militar (Universul, 19.V.1934).

¥ Aviatori roméni in capitald. S-a instituit o cupd pentru ruta Ankara—Bucuresti si retur (Curentul,
18.V.1934).

4 Vizita aviatorilor turci la Brasov ( Curentul, 17.V.1934).
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2.D. Romanian Air Tours over Africa ( Bucharest— Capetown, 14
April - 25 May 1935)

The six participants in the air tour were Lieutenant colonel Alexandru
Cernescu, Lieutenant colonel George Davidescu, Lieutenant colonel Mihail
Pantazi, colonel Gheorghe Jienescu, Captain Gheorghe Olteanu and the
aircraft technician Anton Stengher. The crews were formed in such a way
that in each of them there was a participant of the 1933 air tour. Davidescu
and Jienescu were on board the YR-ACK, Cernescu and Olteanu, on board
the YR-ACL, while Pantazi and Stenger flew the YR-ACM.

ICAR—Universal (1934)" was successfully used by
civilian and military flying schools, especially as a primary
training plane.

Its structural qualities and flying performances were
confirmed by the long-distance flight carried out by three
I.C.A.R—Universal panes in 1935 from Bucharest to
Capetown (11,500 km.

Three mass-produced planes belonging to the squadrons
of the Air Force schools were chosen for this difficult long-
distance flight, full of meteorological difficulties resulting from
the variety of the regions that had to be covered. The factory
which had built the planes made several improvements and
changes, among them a modification in the fuel tanks,
increasing flight endurance from three hours to eight hours and
a half, and the provisions of specific equipment needed for the
flight over the African continent. Although the weight of the
aircraft was thereby increase by more than 150 kg., the flight
performances were not affected. The long-distance flight of the
three [.C.A.R.—Universal planes were fully successful,
representing one of the most notable achievements of
Romanian-made aircraft®.

In Eskisehir, they landed at the Turkish military airfield and in a hurry
to fill up with gas. They are not spared a long wait because the agent of the

4 ICAR—Universal : Span 11.90 m, length 6.90 m, height 1.95, wing area 14.30 sq.m., empty weight
465 kg., total weight 710 kg., 130-de Havilland-Gipsy Major engine, maximum speed 195 km./h, cruising
speed 160 km./h, maximum ceiling 5,500 m, climb to 3,000 m. 12 min. 30 sec., endurance 3 hours, cf.,
Ion Gudju, Gheorghe Iacobescu, Ovidiu lonescu, op.cit., p. 170.

42 A .Cernescu, G.Davidescu, P.Baltagi, op.cit., p. 173.
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Shell Company is not on the ground “while the phones are being made, the
very friendly Turkish officers offered us their moral support and offered
coffees for three hours”. They flew without a stop from Eskisehir to Adana
and stayed at the T6rin Klop Hotel.

They returned from Cairo on 22 May, but they encountered another
problem: at Adana they found out that the upper struts of the unlucky YR-
ACK aircraft's fuselage were cracked. They improvised a patching and, in
order not to overload the aircraft's tail.

At 8.30 they arrived at the Eskisehir military airfield. They introduce
themselves to the commander who invited them to breakfast, an invitation
accepted with pleasure by the Romanian aviators. Romanian pilots told the
Turkish commander about the rudimentary repair done to the plane. They
got the approval of not landing in Istanbul, and had the customs formalities
carried out at Eskisehir. The approval that “given to them as exceptional
way, because in matters of this kind, the Turkish authorities were very

strict”*,

They reached Baneasa Airoport on 25 May, 1935. Altogether, the air
tour lasted for 27 days, 149 hours and 10 minutes, of which the 23,000 km of
actual flight were flown in 73 hours and 5 minutes. The flight in Africa was
considered one of the greatest successes of the Romanian aviation®.

2.E. The Romanian Air Tour of Commander Negrescu’s Squadron

(Bucharest—Istanbul—Eskisehir—Ankara—Istanbul—Bucharest,
30 septembrie- 2 octombrie 1935)

In 1935, seven Air Force SET—31 planes under the command of the Air
Force Lt. Col. Gheorghe Negrescu® (B.Sc.Eng.) carried out a flight on the
Bucharest—Istanbul—Eskisehir—Ankara—Istanbul—Bucharest route.

The SET—31Y had a timber frame and fabric cover. It was

# Ibidem, p. 121.
* Ibidem, p. 210.
* Ton Gudju, Gheorghe Iacobescu, Ovidiu lonescu, op.cit., p. 170-173.

46 Romen ugak filosu diin geldi (Kurun, 27.IX.1935); Hava miistesarligt, Romen ugmanlart adina bir s6len
verdi (Ulusal Birlik, 1.X.1935);Romen ugakg¢ilar ( Halkin Sesi, 30.IX.1935); Romen ugaklart. Genel
Kurmay Baskant Fevzi Cakmak tarafindan kabul edildi (Yeni Asur, 2.X. 1935); Romen ugakgtlart (Ulus,
27.1X.1935);Yedi Romen Siiel Ucagt Ankara’yr ziyaret edecek (Tan, 22.IX.1935); Romen ugaklart
Ankara’da (Aksam, 1.X.1935); Romen Tayarecileri geliyor (Tan, 24.IX. 1935); Romen ugaklart ant
oniinde (Tan, 2.X.1935).
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designed for training of pilots who were transferred from training
to fighting planes. The SET—31 was mass-produced and set up
several remarkable performances. In 1931 a SET—31 made a long-
range flight to Poland, converging 2,300 km in 11 flying hours. In
1933 a plane of the same type covered a distance of 18,000 km on a
route including 13 towns of Europe. Between May 1 and 4, 1931,
three Romanian crews participates with SET—31 planes in an
international aviation competition held at Plzen in Czechoslovakia;
the others crews were nine Czechoslovak, three German and one
Swiss. The Romanian pilots took part in all the three tests of the
competition (regularity, speed and aerobatics), placing first in the
team raking and first and third in the general individual rankings.

The Romanian air tour in Tiirkiye was made as a result of the invitation
made by the Turkish military aviators®. Feridun Dirimtekin, the vice-
president of the Turkish Aeronautical League, sent to the Romanian
Legation in Ankara an envelope with 12 photo albums and 18 copies of
Havacilik ve Spor magazine to be given to the aviators who took part in the
squadron raid, and a letter showing that “the visit of the brave Romanian

aviators will remain unforgettable in Tiirkiye™".

On September 27, 1935, the Romanian Legation in Ankara offered a
reception in the honor of the Romanian aviators at the Ankara Palace Hotel
where Turkish officials were invited, as well as a banquet offered by the
Undersecretary of State for Air Forces™. They were received by Fevzi
Cakmak, Chief of Staff, and Kazim Ozalp, Minister of National Defense
where they received a gold watch engraved with President Atatiirk’s
signature.

47 SET—31 : Span 9.80 m, length 7.20 m, height 3.15, wing area 26.60 sq.m., empty weight 826 kg., total
weight 1,120 kg., 230 HP Salmson 9 Ab engine, maximum speed 215 km./h, speed at 2,000 m 198 km./h,
minimum speed 80 km./h, maximum ceiling 6,000 m, climb to 2,000 m 6 min 20 sec, endurance 2 hours
54 min, take-off run 85 m, landing run 160 m, cf. Ion Gudju, Gheorghe lacobescu, Ovidiu Ionescu,
Romanian Aeronautical Constructions(1905-1974), p. 118.

8 Raidul spre Ankara va incepe maine dimineata (Viitorul, 27.IX.1935); Ion Gudju, Gheorghe Iacobescu,
Ovidiu lonescu, Romanian Aeronautical Constructions :1905-1974, Military Publishing House,
Bucharest, 1974, p. 118; Natura, no 9/1939.

4 AMAE, fond ANKARA, vol. 86 [Report no 1598-7/26.X. 1935].

%% Ankara’dan: (Kurun, 2.1X.1935); Romen tayyareleri geliyor (Tan, 26.IX. 1935).
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2.F. The First Flight from Istanbul to Bucharest by Devlet Hava
Yollar: (State Airlines) (August 30, 1937)

On August 30, 1937, a DH.86B/Dragon Express plane piloted by Tahye
from Istanbul arrived at Baneasa Airport with several Turkish tourists on
board’'. Atatiirk’s adopted daughter, Prof. Afet Inan, came on this plane to
attend the 10-day international anthropology conference in Bucharest.
Atatiirk went to Yesilkdy to meet upon her return to the country™.

2.G. Two Exceptional Women: Irina Burnaia and Sabiha Gokgen
Romanian pilot Irina Burnaia and Tiirkiye

In 1935, pilot Petre Ivanovici and sports flyer Miss Irina Burnaia took a
IAR—22 to Africa, to the northern shore of Lake Victoria at Entebbe
(Uganda). During this long-distance flight both the plane and the engine—
build under license by the IAR works—proved to be very good .

L.A.R.-22% is two-seater dual-controlled plane had the wing's
frame formed of two boxed spars, made of spruce and with veneer
webs. The leading edge and the entire surface of the central wing-
section were veneer covered, the rest of the wings begging fabric
covered. The fuselage, of the lattice girder type, was made of the
spruce and the engine support was made of welded steel pipes. The
tail unit had the same timber structure. Its fixed parts were covered
by veneer and the mobile parts in fabrics. Its fixed parts were
covered by veneer and the mobile parts in fabric. The undercarriage
had oil-pneumatic shock-absorbers of the Cleveland type and
mechanical brakes. The I[AR-type airscrew was made by timber.

On January 3, 1935, Irina Burnaia®* and Petre Ivanovici left the Bineasa
Airfield, and on January 4 they left Istanbul for Eskisehir”. On the way, very

*! Linia aeriana Bucuresti—Istanbul (Universul, 30.VIIL1937);Vesti aviatice ( Universul, 2.IX.1937);
Profesor Afet diin tayyare ile Biikres’e gitti (Aksam, 31,VIIL.1937).

52 Tiirk tayyarelerinin harice ilk seferi (Son Posta, 31.VIIL.1937); Bayan Afet’in riyaseti altindaki heyet
tayyere ile Bilkres’e dondii (Son Posta, 7.IX.1937); Bayan Afet tayyare ile Biikres’e gitti (Tan,
31.VIIL.1937); Biikres konferansindan sonra Profesér Afet diin tayyare ile avdet etti (Cumhuriyet,
7.VIL1937).

3 LA.R.-22 : span 11.53 m,, length 7.50 m., height 2.02 m., ing area 20.80 sq.m., empty weight 647 kg.,
total weight 880 kg., 130-HP D.H. Gypsy Motor engine, maximum speed 193 km./h., minimum speed 73
km./h, maximum ceiling 5,000 m., climh to 1,000 m. 5 sec., maximum range 550 km., cf. Ion Gudju,
Gheorghe Iacobescu, Ovidiu lonescu, op.cit., p. 166.

5% Irina Burnaia, Aripile mele — memoriei lui Petre Ivanovici, Cartea Romaneasca, 1937, passim.

% AMAE, fond ANKARA,vol. 86 [Nota MAS turc no 362-7/23.111.1935].
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close to Adapazar™, the IAR-22 plane broke its propeller, shattered the
plywood under the right wing and broke a gas tank. The two spent a whole
day almost frozen under the wing of the plane when the local authorities
showed up and took them to the hotel’’. With the help of a cart with two
buffaloes and ten people, they managed to take the plane from the field,
disassemble it and transport it to a military factory in Eskigehir where they
waited for the propeller from the Brasov Factory™. On 27 January they flew
to Konya’, and the next day to Adana and Aleppo®.

They reached Baneasa Airport back at 4.00 in the 24 March afternoon.
The air tour lasted for 80 days as a whole, out of which only 16 days of
flight, the rest being delays. In total, they flew over 12,000 km.

Also, Irina Burnaia carried out an air tour on the Bucharest—Balcic—
Istanbul-—Ankara —Istanbul—Bucharest (October 21 - November 1, 1937)
with a YR-INA plane®’. He stayed in Ankara between October 22 and
October 24, 1937. She met in Ankara with Sabiha Gokgen®.

Romanian pilot carried out an air tour on the Bucharest—Bagdad (11
March- 2 April 1938). Irina Burnaia mentioned that Eskisehir had “a
civilized airfield arranged for the comfort of the staff and travellers: rooms
with beds, a dining room, a tennis court, a ping pong room, a cinematograph,
everything of exemplary cleanliness and in total opposition to the
appearance of the town”*,

Visit of Atatiirk's Daughter to Bucharest: Pilot Sabiha Gokgen (June 20-
23, 1938)

Sabiha Gokgen participated in the international air meeting organized by
the Romanian Aviation Propaganda Society (ARPA) on Béaneasa Airport. It

% Romanya’lt tayyareciler Adapazar’da yere indi. Tayyareler sakatlandi, tamir igin Eskisehir’e
gonderildi (Anadolu Gazetesi, 11.1.1935).

57 Constantin Ucrain, Dumitru Criciun-Iasi, Raiduri aeriene romanesti, Junimea, lasi, 1988, p. 178.
¥ AMAE, fond ANKARA,vol. 86 [Report no 88-7/25.1. 1935].
%% Echipajul Irina Burnaia - Ivanovici si-a reluat zborul ( Universul, 30.1.1935).

% Echipajul Irina Burnaia—Ivanovici si-a reluat zborul. Nu timpul rau, ci o pani seaca de ulei a provocat
aterizarea fortata ( Universul, 30.1.1935).

' Irina Burnaia la Ankara (Adevarul, 27.X.1937); Banchet la Ankara in cinstea aviatoroarei Irina Burnaia
(Universul, 28.X.1937); Raidul d-rei Irina Burnaia (Curentul, 29.X.1937); Bir Romen kadwn tayyareci
geldi. Bayan Erina Burnaya (Ulus, 24.X.1937); Romen kadm tayyarecisi serefine verilen yemek (Ulus,
25.X.1937).

2 AMAE, fond ANKARA, vol. 86 [ Report no 1701-7/ 6. X1.1937].
8 Povestea unui raid de prof. George Tinta (Buna Vestire, 13.IV.1938).
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carried out an air tour of the Balkan capitals: Istanbul — Athens —
Thessaloniki — Sofia — Belgrade — Bucharest. Marina Stirbey®™
mentioned to the Romanian press that “Sabiha Gokgen is a distinguished

aviator who has earned a well-deserved fame and I visited her in Tiirkiye” ©.

Suphy Tanriéver declared to the Romanian press that Tiirkiye allocates
significant sums to endow aviation, and the civil organization (Tirkkiisu)
collects the necessary funds from the population to support the Turkish
aviation. The Turkish minister also mentioned “the fact that a special school
was created for the training of pilots, mechanics and engineers, which was

also visited by Prince Gh. V.Bibescu”*.

Romanian journalists asked Sabiha Gék¢en how women were viewed in
the beginning when they started different professions. Turkish pilot said that
“Turkish women gained respect through professionalism” and that she
“would like to die in the military uniform®’. Ambassador Suphy Tanridver
organized a dinner in honor of Sabiha Gékgen®.

The Turkish pilot talked with the Romanian aviators and visited the
aircraft factory in Buzau. Sabiha Gokgen returned to Tiirkiye on June 21,
1938

As a conclusion, this study represents a page in the history of Romanian
and Turkish aviation. I have highlighted many technical data, but equally
important is the fact that the Romanian and Turkish pilots have united in
their passion for flying: “we spend in a good mood and spontaneous
friendship together with Turkish pilots. All kinds of aviation incidents,
happy and tragic, from times of peace or war, are told until midnight... ”.

® Atatiirk kizi Sabiha Gokgen. Romanyadaki biiyiik alika (Ulus, 16.VI.1938); Sabiha Gokgen Balkan
hava turu (Tan, 16.V1.1938).

% O scurtd convorbite cu d-ra Marina Stirbey (Romania, 19.V1.1938).

% ¢f. Annex.

7 Nu voi parisi panila moarte acest costum militar— spune tinira aviatoare d-ra Sabiha Gokcen (
Romania, 22.V1. 1938).

% Salutul aviatoarelor roméance pentru femeia turcd moderna ( Romania, 19.V1.1938); Nu voi parisi pana
la moarte acest costum militar (Romania, 22.V1.1938).

% Bayan Sabiha Gokgen Bugiin Biikres’ten Geliyor (Aksam, 21.VI.1938) ; Bayan Sabiha Gékgen Diin
17.30°da Geldi (Aksam, 22.V1.1938); Aviatoarea Sabiha Gokcen a vizitat acrodromul Buzau (Romania,
23.VI.1938).
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ANNEX

q Prince V.Bibescu,
Gh. Banciulescu, Ekrem
Bey,

Hasan Fehmi Bey,
Salahattin Bey and
V.Anastasiu,
Alex. Ghica

Prens Bibesko diin gel
Kendi ta.y'yareule gelen Beynelmilel Hava

Cumhuriyet
(11.1V. 1934)

Prens Bibesko Basbakanima=
ve Doktor Tevfik Rustia
Axas tarafindan kabul edild?

Ulus
(29.v.1938)

Opening of the
Bucharest—Istanbul
airline

Cumbhuriyet
(6.VI. 1939)
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Sabiha Gokgen together
with Suphy Tanriver
on the Baneasa airfield

Realitatea Iustrata

(no 596/ 22.V1.1938)

Fiica Presedintelui Republicei turce im Capitals

~ Sabiha Gokgen, Suphi
Tanriover, Sirr1 Oktem,
Izet Medeni Camil, 1.

Bastaki, Scarlat
Radulescu, Gh. Boian,

Marina Stirbei, Irina

Burnaia
Universul
(21.V1.1938
Lk 2
M e i MG L
Cumhuriyet
(3.X.1935)
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Squadron of five
Turkish planes at
Béneasa airport

Realitatea Ilustrata

(no 382/20.V.1934)
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